EXON CORPORATION

Science & Technology Department

AM. NATKIN - Manager
1251 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10020 Oftice of Environmental AHtairs

October 17, 1983

Mr. R. L. Preston
Esso Eastern
Houston, Texas

Dear Dick:

Following your recent review of the Natuna Project with the Management Committee,

I promised to send you my thoughts on the additional studies which should be

considered_to-help-resolve,—or.at, least put_in proper perspective, pur concerns

Ebout the _environmental aspects of the project. S
i i

be useful in stimulating our collective thinking on the subject e will be=
etting together with other, interested New York groups™to discus e subject

gpqagfher views and ideas w111 be” passed ﬁT" Ef Tibﬁ“"ffthat ilme*,ﬂﬂ—ﬂﬂh—.

I think we generally agree that we are seeking a method of d1spos1ng of the off
gases in a manner which will minimize the risk of environmental damage. We

must also have the data which will be convincing not only to ourselves but also

to the international environmental community that the method selected is en-
vironmentally sound. Of course one may never have enough data to completely
satisfy the latter especially where the science itself is_controversial such as
with "acid rain" and the CO, "Greenhouse" Effect. The afiternate disposal methods-
you have studied dodiavervarious_develszof environmentairisks: assobnated withi_ -~

£hem as well as probabilities of being challenged by the envi environmental “comminity.

We think some additionalT Fistjustifaedans iniorderzto;betterzunderstand: thes
efvironmentai; 1mpactm1:em1

af he~only_Completely_acceptabierand defensiblezmethod-ofrdisposalzappears=1o be
Ageinjectionof - thevoffwgasesxnntu:thﬂxiﬂrmntlgg as this eliminates the discharge
of both CO» and HpS/S0, into the atmosphere or ocean. It is expensive and
creates an opportun1ty for recycling within the produc1ng format1on _ We under-
stand you are going £0=reassesstiEXTostTan 2 : -
£nto nearbyXormations wh1ch would preclude or minimize the recychng problem.

The following are some initial thoughts on the subject and hopefu]l: they may

The work done so far indicates that the-sUbSEaEIisposaisoprinnmsoiechnicaidy
ulgieaszhle‘ removes the H»S but creates a zone around the underwater sparger
which may be more toxic to marine life, and may only temporarily remove the

- C0p. To@rESoT Ve S ome ofict hesezd ssyes =MBathink:

£T> Mivcassay-data-shouldbeghtained to define the potential toxicity in the
affected area due to the reaction products, i.e. complete the Phase II

studies.

¢ Appropriate studies should be initiated to —whether—andto.what:
452_&enI2EhQA£I1§ﬂZHQQiHJMEﬁﬂﬂEEHIEB1n the area by higher carbonate con-

centrations.
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